Celtic Rock legend Johnny Fean joins Wall of Fame at Denver’s Fado Pub






March 17, 2007 – Legendary Irish guitarist Johnny Fean will be honored with a presentation of a framed portrait to the Fado Irish Pub management in Denver at their annual Saint Patrick’s Day celebration. This presentation is a joint project of Belfast photographer Sean Hennessy, American fan Lee Templeton and Dublin born Damien McCarron of the Colorado-based Celtic roots band the Indulgers. 
"The Pogues counted Horslips, and especially the primeval Celtic Guitar stylings of Johnny Fean, as a major influence. With the heart-stopping opening notes of their defining moment, "Dearg Doom", Johnny stripped away centuries of oppressive fog and announced that now, at last, Ireland was Ready to Rock!  A manifesto in D Minor and the greatest Irish 45 of all time. "

 

- Philip Chevron, guitarist with The Pogues 

Horslips were a brilliantly original group who in the 1970s combined hard rock with traditional Irish music in a way that had never been done before to create some of the greatest music that ever came out of Ireland. They were very successful in Ireland itself where they topped the charts and toured relentlessly across the width and breadth of the country playing in small towns and countryside dancehalls that had never witnessed an original rock band before.
At a time when other Irish rock bands were looking to London for success, Horslips paved the way for the next generation by remaining in Ireland and retaining creative control over their music and career. Their impact, both as an inspiration and a direct influence, can be felt in almost every band that followed including the Mama’s Boys, the Pogues, and U2.

www.horslipsrecords.com
www.horslips.ie

As the guitarist for Horslips, Johnny Fean effortlessly blended blues and rock riffs with ancient Irish modes and themes, giving their music its frisson of raw electricity and emotional power. Johnny currently performs with Steve Travers, of the legendary Miami Showband, and with Blendi Krasniqi on percussion. Fean and Travers will be headlining the Ballyshannon Folk and Traditional Music Festival this August in Donegal, Ireland.
www.feanandtravers.com
myspace.com/feantravers

This portrait of Johnny Fean was generously donated by Sean Hennessy, a photographer from Belfast who has chronicled three decade of Irish rock music, as well as the other faces and images of the time. Sean’s work has appeared in national and local newspapers, magazines, and specialist publications. In addition to Horslips, Sean’s gallery includes unforgettable vignettes of Irish music history including U2 at Croke Park, 1985; Van Morrison and Bob Dylan at Slane Castle, 1984; Bob Geldof at Ulster Hall in the early days; Stiff Little Fingers in the legendary Pound Club, and more. 

www.hennessyphotography.co.uk

Framing and shipping of the print was sponsored by Lee Templeton of comebackhorslips.com, an unofficial fansite for Horslips founded in January 2005. A lifelong fan of Irish rock and traditional music, Lee found her first Horslips CD in a Dublin record shop in 2002. Comebackhorslips was inspired by the many other bands and musicians she met online who were themselves Horslips fans. The site name is a tribute itself to a Horslips single Come Back Beatles. One of her first friends on MySpace was fellow Horslips fan Damien McCarron, who agreed to help make her idea of presenting a portrait of Johnny to the Denver Fado a reality.
www.comebackhorslips.com
myspace.com/comebackhorslips

comebackhorslips@yahoo.com

Damien McCarron is the lead singer of Colorado’s pre-eminent Celtic roots group The Indulgers. Five musicians of different musical backgrounds and interests came together to form The Indulgers by melding Irish, Scottish and American musical tastes to create a unique and evolving Celtic sound. 
Beginning a Wednesday night residency in Denver has led to an amazing nationwide adventure, soon to be taken to singer's Damien McCarron's homeland, Ireland. The Indulgers stormed to the forefront playing internationally recognized festivals and theatres across America while remaining a firm favorite in the home state and surrounding region with an original sound fusing the west, the Celtic and world rhythms. 
Colorado based, The Indulgers travel the entire country, stops in the Western and Midwestern states of Kansas, South Dakota, California, Nevada, Utah, Wyoming, Nebraska, Missouri, Illinois, and of course, Colorado. Venturing east of the Mississippi, they have played New York, Massachusetts, New Jersey, Connecticut, Pennsylvania and Virginia. The band has appeared with Maura O’Connell, Dougie MacLean, Hothouse Flowers, Colm Hayes (Men At Work), The Smithereens, The Sawdoctors, Black 47, Wolfstone, Seven Nations, Gaelic Storm, The Elders, The Frames, Young Dubliners and many more.  
www.shamrocker.com

www.myspace.com/theindulgersband

For More Information contact:
Lee Templeton
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+ 1 415 883 8955
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www.shamrocker.com
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